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Observations from the supply chain 2008-09

ABO distribution survey

BSMS Update



Red Cell Supply Chain NHSBT & 
Hospitals 2008/09
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Red Cell Supply Chain WBS & Hospitals 
2008/09
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Red Cell Supply Chain NIBTS  & 
Hospitals 2008/09
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Hospital Red Cell Average Wastage as % 
issue of all groups

4.699
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Hospital Red Cell Average Wastage as % 
of issue of O Neg

6.803
6.969
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Red Cell Wastage 

Article published in 
Transfusion Medicine 
Time expiry largest 
single reason
ISI and WAPI correlated
Many factors dynamic 
view 
Best practice guidelines



Distribution of ABO RhD blood groups in 
hospital populations

BSMS asked to facilitate a survey to investigate 
the distribution of ABO RhD blood groups within 
hospital populations.

Significant interest in distribution of blood types 
not least because of its impact on usage of 
donated blood within the health services 

Headline report now available.



Distribution of survey returns
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Paper survey to hospitals in 
England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland.

1st October 2007 to 30th 
September 2008.

284 surveys sent
112 returned representing data 
from 117 hospitals.

Excess of 1.4 million blood 
types



2
108090.752.052.838.009.1325.6514.6236.96NI*

9
603080.512.811.547.946.7633.058.2038.19Wales

90
11710450.652.921.698.717.2133.268.0937.48England (Excl. London)

101
13399110.643.041.689.326.9432.907.8137.66England All

ResponsesSample sizeAB-AB+B-B+A-A+O-O+

Blood group distributions within national regions

Data for Northern Ireland should be treated with caution, where one of the two 
responses reported unusually high levels of O RhD- and low levels of A RhD+ 
for which there is no precedent in studies past or present. 



Table 2: Blood group distributions within RTC regions

101072560.603.191.699.426.8932.837.9237.47Yorkshire & The Humber

121306930.593.041.649.267.0833.117.8637.41West Midlands

111590570.612.841.497.697.7434.837.8936.91South West

101249310.773.011.738.087.2634.877.7036.57South East Coast

131334180.613.271.659.347.0333.487.4937.14South Central

19[1]2194550.542.991.649.646.3631.817.9039.12North West (Inc. N Wales)

41692740.832.391.908.406.9631.309.0439.17North East

111688660.513.881.6013.535.0530.525.9039.01London

81161160.672.851.787.808.5034.148.6735.59East of England

5406070.672.681.707.548.3334.908.8335.35East Midlands

Responses
Sample

sizeAB-AB+B-B+A-A+O-O+

[1] Of which, 3 were from North Wales



Reports 

Business Objects software 
is being used for some 
reporting.

Red cell and platelet issue 
and comparator information 
is being supplied to 
hospitals on a quarterly 
basis. 

Red cell and platelet 
wastage will be provided 
from quarter 1, 2009/10.



BSMS Wastage Reports

Will give
national wastage data 
average wastage data for peer group 
hospitals
comparator wastage data for your hospital
< 2 wastage entries per quarter









Data Transparency

Piloted during 2008 in:
Hospitals in the North 
East RTC
Hospitals supplied by 
Cambridge

Widespread discussion 
with hospitals and 
agreement gained for 
data transparency.
Phase 1 transparency at 
a regional level -
commenced in January 
2009. 



Data Transparency next steps

Development under phase 1 will be provision of issue and 
wastage data to Chairs of RTCs for hospitals served by 
NHSBT and to the Better Blood Transfusion Team for 
hospitals served by Welsh Blood Service.

Further phases in the transparency of data project:-

Phase 2 will allow data transparency between all BSMS 
participants i.e. nationally. 
Phase 3 will provide comparative data.
Both phases 2 and 3 will require BSMS software 
development.



VANESA Courses

Considering tailor 
made to individual 
regions
Need at least 10 
people for the course
Can be at Dummies 
or VIP level


